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With William then back again under his parents' roof,
hot with militarism and exalted by the flattery of the
young officers,  it  was  inevitable  that most  topics  in
domestic   intercourse   should   produce   argument   and
collision.    We may imagine the  Crown Prince taking
little part in these nimble skirmishes.    His mind moved
slowly but on an even keel, he considered a question
before and not after he gave his opinion on it, and he
still trusted his wife's swift dogmatic pronouncements
as instinctively as he mistrusted his son's :  she dominated
his mind.    He looked on William now as a young man
inflated with monstrous  conceit,  but,   after all,   if he
himself lived to anything like the span of life which a
very healthy and abstemious man not yet fifty might
reasonably expect, William, now worshipping Bismarck
and all that he stood for, would have many maturing years
in front of him yet, in which he would gain experience
and possibly wisdom before he could be dangerous, and
by that time Bismarck would have long vanished and the
leaven of his  own  and his  wife's  liberal  and pacific
policies would be permeating Germany.    For the present
Bismarck had it all his own way, for his control of the
Emperor was as thorough as his disregard of the Crown
Prince, and there was something solider than sarcasm in
his wife's bitter comment to her mother on Bismarck's
position:    * I wonder why he does not say straight out
" As long as / live both the Constitution and the Crown
are suspended,0  because that is the real state of the
matter.' *    But the termination of that tyranny could not
be very far off, for the Emperor was now in his eighty-
third year, and though he was a hale old gentleman who
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